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5-4-66 TO MAKE ROOM FOR CAMPUS CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS
"The U n iv e r s ity  o f  Montana has an urgen t need fo r  a new f o o t b a l l  p la y in g  
f i e ld  and t r a c k ,"  s a id  P re s id e n t R obert Johns as earthm oving equipment began g ra d ­
ing o p e ra tio n s  t h i s  week on an a re a  a d ja ce n t to  Campbell F ie ld ,  th e  U n iv e r s i t y 's  
b a se b a ll park lo c a te d  a t  South and H iggin s A.venues in  M isso u la .
The new f i e l d  w ith  surrounding t r a c k  w i l l  l i e  p a r a l l e l  t o  South H ig g in s .
The U n iv e r s ity  p la n s  t o  u t i l i z e  movable b le a c h e r s .  T u rf sa lv a g e d  from a dorm itory 
excavation  w i l l  co ver th e  p la y in g  f i e l d .  Com pletion o f  th e  new f a c i l i t i e s  i s  
scheduled fo r  1967.
P re sid e n t Johns announced l a s t  week th e  U n iv e r s ity  was s e r io u s ly  co n sid e rin g  
the Campbell F ie ld  s i t e  fo r  in te r im  f o o t b a l l  and t r a c k  f a c i l i t i e s  a f t e r  i t  was r e ­
vealed the proposed community-wide sp o rts  complex near S e n t in e l High School could  
not be read y fo r  use in  1967.
"T h is in  no way r e p r e s e n ts  a change in  our in te n tio n  to  p a r t ic ip a t e  in  th e  
community sp o rts  complex p r o j e c t ,"  P re s id e n t Johns em phasized. "The complex i s  an 
e x c e lle n t id e a  and th e  U n iv e r s ity  w i l l  g la d ly  a s s i s t  in  i t s  developm ent when a l l  
the n ecessary  p lan n in g  has been accom plished.
P re sid e n t Johns e x p la in e d  i t  was im p e ra tiv e  th e  U n iv e r s ity  ta k e  immediate 
action  to  e s t a b l is h  a new a re a  fo r  f o o t b a l l  and t r a c k  co m p e titio n . The U n iv e r s i t y 's  
long-range p lan  c a l l s  fo r  a new l i b r a r y  on th e  s i t e  o f  D orn blaser F ie ld  where th o se  
sports are c u r r e n tly  s ta g e d , and th e  b u ild in g  and fin a n c in g  o f  th e  planned l i b r a r y  
w il l  be th e  s u b je c t  o f  a U n iv e r s ity  re q u e st to  th e  coming S ta te  L e s is la t u r e .  The
(m ore)
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U n iv e rs ity  a ls o  i s  co m p letin g  th e  f i n a l  s te p s  o f  p lan n in g  fo r  a new U n iv e r s ity  
Center -which -w ill exten d  in to  th e  p re se n t t r a c k  s tra ig h ta w a y .
Campbell F ie ld  i s  co n ven ien t b o th  t o  th e  U n iv e r s ity  and th e community, and 
the new a re a  can be r e a d i ly  co n verted  to  serv e  th e  r e c r e a t io n a l  needs o f  stu d en ts 
and t h e ir  fa m ilie s  r e s id in g  in  nearby m arried  housin g u n its  when a permanent a th ­
l e t i c  f a c i l i t y  can be e s t a b lis h e d ,  P re s id e n t Johns p o in te d  o u t. "Due to  th e  ra p id  
growth o f  th e  community and th e  U n iv e r s ity ,  i t  i s  a r e a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  th e  i n s t i t u ­
tio n  w i l l  u lt im a te ly  b u i ld  a m ajor sp o rts  f a c i l i t y  a t F o rt M isso u la ."
D ale G. Moore, M isso u la  Chamber o f  Commerce p r e s id e n t, sa id : "The Chamber
and i t s  S p o rts  Complex Committee understand th e  U n iv e r s i t y 's  p r e s s in g  need fo r  new 
fo o tb a ll  and tr a c k  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and we c o n g ra tu la te  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  fo r  i t s  f o r e ­
sighted n ess in  a rra n g in g  th e  expansion  o f  Campbell F ie ld .  We g iv e  our w h oleh earted  
support t o  a move which w i l l  p ro v id e  more space on campus fo r  v i t a l  academ ic a c t i v i ­
t i e s . "
"I  am p le a se d  th e  U n iv e r s ity  i s  moving th e se  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  an even b e t t e r  
lo ca tio n  from a community s ta n d p o in t,"  commented Mayor Ronald D ix . "Cam pbell F ie ld  
is  more a c c e s s ib le  and t r a f f i c  w i l l  be le s s  o f  a problem . As a p o s s ib le  fu tu re  s i t e  
for I n t e r s c h o la s t ic  co m p e titio n , Cam pbell F ie ld  has much more to  o f f e r  than th e  
B il l in g s  F a irg ro u n d s ."
A rthur Deschamps, J r . ,  Board chairman o f  th e  M issou la  County High School 
System, re p o rte d  th e  U n iv e r s ity  has o f fe r e d  th e  h igh  sch o o ls  use o f  th e  new f o o t b a l l  
f ie ld  and t r a c k .  "We a p p r e c ia te  th e  U n iv e r s i t y 's  in v i t a t io n  t o  share i t s  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
and we look  forw ard  t o  th e  day when we can jo in  w ith  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  and o th e rs  in  
the community in  th e  cu lm in atio n  o f  an e f f e c t i v e  sp o rts  complex developm ent."
In regard  t o  th e  fin a n c in g  o f  th e  Cam pbell F ie ld  p r o je c t ,  P re s id e n t Johns 
stated  s e v e r a l ro u te s  are  under c o n s id e ra tio n  but no d e f i n i t e  d e c is io n  has been
made to  d a te .
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